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Lett Evanj. Manitoba industry and com-

merce minister, shared duties with Nobuyoshi Se-

kine (right) president of Sekine Canada Ltd. when
the company opened its first Canadian plant at

Rivers. Man. On the right is a view of the

plant's assembly line.

$20 Million Sales And 200 Jobs

Aim Of Rivers Bicycle Plant

Construction Chief

Sees Great Year
By ELAINE BROWN

The year 1973 promises to be "the best
year the Canadian construction industry
has ever had," according to Henry dc
Puyjalon, president of the Canadian Con-
struction Association.

"Canada is in for the most dramatic
development period ever — it is even
difficult to conceive. The predictions
earlier this year in February have prov-
en too conservative," Mr. de Puyjalon
said in an interview at the announce-
ment of the formation of the Manitoba
Construction Council.

The predicted volume of new and re-
pair construction in Canada for the year
is $18.5 million to $18.7 million, an in-
crease of five to six per cent in real
terms over 1972.

Mr. de Puyjalon said there are indica-
tions of very considerable investments in
plants and equipment by manufacturers
- - "the real weather vane of where
we're going."

Also, the concern for the environment
and development of energy will demand
sizeable sums of investment in the fu-
ture for the construction industiy, he
said.

"It is most promising and encouraging
that Canada is technically and resource
rich in energy. We build the pipelines,
the plants, dam and everything else. We
are the builders of the nation."

In Manitoba construction projects un-
derway now total $700 million, an in-
crease over last year, according to D.
It. Penner, chairman of the Manitoba
Construction Council. There lias been a
drop off in housebuilding but there has

• been an increase in heavy construction,
particularly for Manitoba Hydro on the
Nelson and Churchill Rivers and in road
building.

Mr. Pcnner, also administrative man-
ager with BACM Construction Ltd. and
president of the Hoad Builders and
Heavy Construction Association, said he
hoped the construction volume will con-
tinue to increase at a nominal rate over
the next couple of years at least.

"With the projects on the drawing
board we expect the present volume to
be at least maintained."

This bright picture does have a black
spot, however. The construction industry
could have difficulties attracting labor to
meet this growing demand.

"There is a serious shortage of trained
construction personnel in a number of.
trades and professions," Mr. Penner
said. The construction industry volume
took quite a dip in 1908-71. Many people
involved in construction found work else-
where.

"Now that construction activity is in-
creasing we can't find the people. The
cyclical nature of our industry causes
many problems."

This shortage of labor is one problem
the newly formed Manitoba Construction
Council will be tackling.

Mr. Pcnner said the council will be
trying to develop training courses in co-
operation with Kecwatin Community
College, Red River Community College,
Canada Manpower, the department of
education, the universities and high
schools.

Shortage of labor is a problem for the
construction industry across Canada and
Mr. de Puyjalon said his industry is con-
cerned with present tax policies which
feels robs incentive and unemployment
benefits which arc "over enriched."

He said there is a "lack of feeling and
involvement" which "turns people off".
The construction industry must (hid
ways to rcinvolve its employees in the
projects they arc working on by building
teams and creating objectives which
people can intelligently subscribe .to.

"Construction volumes arc going to be

HENRY DE PUYJALON
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hefty. If we're feeling binds now this
will he aggravated unless we develop
training programs. 'We can make a
quick forecast of what we have and can

.foresee problems. We must produce
skills now for projects three years in the
future."

The shortage of labor will be only one
of the many problems the Manitoba Con-
struction Council will be tackling. Mr.
Penner said the council will be studying
the proposed amendments to the build-
ing code and presenting one co-operative
brief rather than three or .-four single
briefs.

The shortage of serviced land for
housing development in the city will also
be discussed by the new council as will
the problems created by the new city of
Winnipeg act.

The council, representing all segments
of the Manitoba construction industry,
will attempt to take a unified position or
approach on matters of interest to ev-
eryone involved in the many facets of
the provincial construction industry.

Mr. Penner said:
"In the pas t -our industry has often

been fragmented and certain functions
have been duplicated. By forming one
united body we hope to co-operate on
many aspects of mutual concern and
streamline our operations.

"The council will act as a kind of
clearing house for information. Too often
in the past the left arm of the industry
has not been aware what the right arm
was doing, even though the right arm
has a lot of valuable advice and infor-
mation to contribute."

By pooling resources and tecimical
knowledge the construction industry will
be able to operate more efficiently and
be able to pinpoint new trends well in
advance, he said.

"The consumer will ultimately benefit
because we will achieve more efficiency
and avoid duplications."

T h c new council represents nine
member associations who in turn repre-
sent 972 firms employing over 25,000
persons. The member associations in-
clude: Manitoba Association of Archi-
tects, Manitoba Concrete Producers,
Urban Development Institute, Associa-
tion of Consulting Engineers of Canada,
Winnipeg Builders Exchange, Winnipeg
Houscbuildcrs Association, B r a n d o n
Builders Exchange, Road Builders and
Heavy Construction Association and the
Western Retail Lumbermen's Associa-
tion.

By JOHN McMANUS

S e k i n e Canada Ltd.
opened its. new' assembly
plant at Rivers, Man. re-
cently with a prediction of
55,000 • Rivers-produced bi-
cycles on the world market
within a year.

The plant, in a former
Canadian Forces hanger on
the once-abandoned Rivers
base, went into production
with a $1 million invest-
ment and a work force of
43 Canadian Indians and 10
Japanese technicians.

Opening of the modern
assembly lines was a joint
venture of Sekine Indus-
tries Ltd. of Tokyo, Nagase
and Co. of Osaka, and H.
C. Paul of Winnipeg.

It was also a joint ven-
ture for the federal and
provincial governments,
the Manitoba Indian Brolh-
e r h o o d , the people of
Bivers, who fought to keep
their town alive, and other
government a n d private
g r o u p s that helped es-
tablish Ooz-Za-We-Kwim
I n d i a n Training Centre
when the federal govern-
ment closed out the depart-
ment of national defence
base two years ago last
month.

The event also marked
the flowering partnership

Japanese Give Indians Opportunity
between Manitoba and Jap-
anese industry. The Sekine
plant joins Misawa Homes,
Gimli, as the second Japa-
nese established industry
in Manitoba. The Far East
nation already has 'a sub-
stantial investment in Man-
itoba's mining production.

Projections call for a
sales target of $20 million
a year and a work force of
200 drawn from the native
training centre and the
town of 1,300. Sekine said
1974 production has already
been sold.

The plant is also eligible
for a $350,000 grant from
the federal government's
department of regional ex-
pansion as soon a's bicycle
frames are made at the
Rivers plant.

A native spokesman said
the grant is an important
target and will depend on
how his people fit into pro-
duction line work during
the shakedown period of
output.

Company officials s a y
the'Rivers site was chosen
because of its central Can-
ada location, its built-in fa-
cilities and labor pool and
the enormous growth po-
tential of the bicycle in-
dustry. There is only one
Canadian bicycle manufac-
turer and G5 per cent of

the bikes sold in Canada
. are imported.

Oo-Za-Wc-Kwun, a self-
sustaining community that
includes'the plant site, is a
training and employment
centre that is geared to
give natives industry in
their own surroundings.

The work force has its
family on the base, live in
former married quarters
anil billets and takes train-
ing in various industrial,
administrative and service
skills,

H.' C. Paul, Winnipeg,
chairman of Sekine of Can-
ada, and Mitsuaki Komori,
president, represented the
company at the official
opening.

The company said manu-
f a c t u r i n g will coincide
with studying and testing
future developments in cy-
cling. The plan is to utilize
all the technology available
through aerospace develop-
ments in the past 15 years.
The company displayed bi-
cycles with multiple light-
ing systems, radios and
horns, that work on battery
or generator.

Current Sekine models
include such items as hy-
draulic disc brakes.

S p o k e s ma n said two
major factors have contrib-
uted to the phenomal pro-
duction and use of bicycles

— minimal environmental
disruption and increased
physical activity.

T h e Manitoba bid to
h a v e Sekine locate at
Itiyers was chosen over lo-

1 cations in Ontario and Que-
bec.

Mr. Paul said the federal
government s h o u l d hsve
the role of enticing in-
dustry to Canada while the .
provincial government
must attract that industry
to Manitoba.

He said Canadian busin-
esses in the $50 million to
$100 million range of sales
m u s t think international
and be prepared to put a
great deal of effort into de-
veloping new industry for
Canada.

Mr. Paul laid Ihc blame
for lack of industrial devel-
opment in parts of Canada
squarely in the lap of bu-
sinessmen and to a lesser
degree on governments.

"Canadian businessmen
d o n ' t think international
when they consider growth.
Sekine didn't think only
about the Canadian mar-
k e t . They immediately
thought about supplying all
of North America, South
A m e r i c a and Scan-
danavia," he said.

Sekine Canada has adopt-
ed Japanese administra-

tive, marketing, manufac-
turing and training meth-
ods. They include adopting
s u c h slogans as: "Ap-
p r e a c h each day with
youthfulness and vigor."

They claim their meth-
ods have been successful to
date at Rivers which is the
only Sekine plant outside of
Japan.

T h e language problem
has not proved to be a
great obstacle between the
Japanese and the trainees.
They taught by showing
how to. do (he assembly
processes.

A company spokesman
s a i d even without any
former training the native
w o r k e r s only took two

• months to assemble the
first bicycle. They consid-
ered this an excellent time
to learn the operation.

Len Evans, minister of
industry a n d commerce,
told the hundreds gathered
at the plant opening he
was pleased to learn that
the company will gradually
t u r n toward purchasing
some components and raw
material locally.

"This will likely amount
to annual purchases of $1
million within the next two
years. This could mean an
extra 50 jobs," Mr. Evans
said.

RECORD SETTERS
For nearly 30 years, one of the big riames in "American" baseball was

Canadian. George Gibson, originally of London, caught over 1000 games

for the Pittsburgh Pirates between 1906 and 1915. In 1909, he played

in 157 of the season's 161 games, setting an endurance record that

still stands. After George Gibson retired as a-player, he became

Manager of the-Pirates, a position he held until the 1930's.

Reimer Express has been in the "shipping game" for years.

While we still think of ourselves as a young, vigorous

company with strong, forward looking ideas — the fact

is we've been solving shipping problems -for over two

decades. The years have seen many changes in our facilities,

but we remain unchanged in several important ways. We still

have one of the industry's highest frequencies of on-schedule

deliveries — and also one of the best safety records. If you haven't

experienced first hand what Reimer Express service is like,, consign

shipment to us this week.

Senrice West of Winnipeg by Reinw Eipress Lines (Westein) Ltd.
ind Reimer Express (fieihc) Ltd,


